
CQ8-1 (GRADE) 
 
P: Septic shock patients  
I: Red blood cell transfusion threshold of Hb less than 7 g/dl 
C: Red blood cell transfusion threshold of Hb less than 10 g/dl 
O: Mortality (90 day), ischemic organ injury 
 
 

Certainty assessment № of patients Effect 

Certainty Importance № of 
studies Study design Risk of bias Inconsistency Indirectness Imprecision Other considerations Treatment Placebo Relative 

(95% CI) 
Absolute 
(95% CI) 

Mortality (90 day) 

1 randomised 
trials 

serious not serious not serious serious none  216/502 (43.0%) 223/496 (45.0%) RR 0.96 
(0.83 to 1.10)  

18 fewer per 
1,000 

(from 76 fewer 
to 45 more)  

⨁⨁◯◯ 
Low 

CRITICAL 

Ischemic events 

1 randomised 
trials  

serious not serious not serious serious none 35/488 (7.2%) 39/489 (8.0%) RR 0.90 
(0.58 to 1.39)  

8 fewer per 
1,000 

(from 33 fewer 
to 31 more)  

⨁⨁◯◯ 
Low 

CRITICAL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 JUDGEMENT 
PROBLEM No Probably no Probably yes Yes  Varies Don't know 

DESIRABLE EFFECTS Trivial Small Moderate Large  Varies Don't know 

UNDESIRABLE EFFECTS Large Moderate Small Trivial  Varies Don't know 

CERTAINTY OF EVIDENCE Very low Low Moderate High   No included studies 

VALUES 
Important uncertainty 

or variability 

Possibly important 
uncertainty or 

variability 

Probably no important 
uncertainty or 

variability 

No important 
uncertainty or 

variability 
   

BALANCE OF EFFECTS Favors the comparison Probably favors the 
comparison 

Does not favor either 
the intervention or the 

comparison 

Probably favors the 
intervention Favors the intervention Varies Don't know 

ACCEPTABILITY No Probably no Probably yes Yes  Varies Don't know 

FEASIBILITY No Probably no Probably yes Yes  Varies Don't know 

 
  



CQ8-2 (UnGRADE) 
 
P: Septic patients without shock 
I: Red blood cell transfusion threshold of Hb less than 7 g/dl 
C: Red blood cell transfusion threshold of Hb less than 10 g/dl 
O: Mortality (Hospital), length of ICU stay, infection, serious adverse event (TRALI, anaphylaxis etc.) 
 
 
 
 

 JUDGEMENT 
PROBLEM No Probably no Probably yes Yes  Varies Don't know 

DESIRABLE EFFECTS Trivial Small Moderate Large  Varies Don't know 

UNDESIRABLE EFFECTS Large Moderate Small Trivial  Varies Don't know 

CERTAINTY OF EVIDENCE Very low Low Moderate High   No included studies 

VALUES 
Important uncertainty 

or variability 

Possibly important 
uncertainty or 

variability 

Probably no important 
uncertainty or 

variability 

No important 
uncertainty or 

variability 
   

BALANCE OF EFFECTS Favors the comparison Probably favors the 
comparison 

Does not favor either 
the intervention or the 

comparison 

Probably favors the 
intervention Favors the intervention Varies Don't know 

ACCEPTABILITY No Probably no Probably yes Yes  Varies Don't know 

FEASIBILITY No Probably no Probably yes Yes  Varies Don't know 

 
  



CQ8-3 (UnGRADE) 
 
P: Septic patients 
I: Use of flesh frozen plasma 
C: Not use of flesh frozen plasma 
O: Mortality (Hospital), length of ICU stay, infection, serious adverse event (TRALI, anaphylaxis etc.) 
 
 
 
 

 JUDGEMENT 
PROBLEM No Probably no Probably yes Yes  Varies Don't know 

DESIRABLE EFFECTS Trivial Small Moderate Large  Varies Don't know 

UNDESIRABLE EFFECTS Large Moderate Small Trivial  Varies Don't know 

CERTAINTY OF EVIDENCE Very low Low Moderate High   No included studies 

VALUES 
Important uncertainty 

or variability 

Possibly important 
uncertainty or 

variability 

Probably no important 
uncertainty or 

variability 

No important 
uncertainty or 

variability 
   

BALANCE OF EFFECTS Favors the comparison Probably favors the 
comparison 

Does not favor either 
the intervention or the 

comparison 

Probably favors the 
intervention Favors the intervention Varies Don't know 

ACCEPTABILITY No Probably no Probably yes Yes  Varies Don't know 

FEASIBILITY No Probably no Probably yes Yes  Varies Don't know 

 
  



CQ8-4 (UnGRADE) 
 
P: Septic patients 
I: Use of platelet 
C: Not use of platelet 
O: Mortality (Hospital), length of ICU stay, infection, serious adverse event (TRALI, anaphylaxis etc.) 
 
 
 
 

 JUDGEMENT 
PROBLEM No Probably no Probably yes Yes  Varies Don't know 

DESIRABLE EFFECTS Trivial Small Moderate Large  Varies Don't know 

UNDESIRABLE EFFECTS Large Moderate Small Trivial  Varies Don't know 

CERTAINTY OF EVIDENCE Very low Low Moderate High   No included studies 

VALUES 
Important uncertainty 

or variability 

Possibly important 
uncertainty or 

variability 

Probably no important 
uncertainty or 

variability 

No important 
uncertainty or 

variability 
   

BALANCE OF EFFECTS Favors the comparison Probably favors the 
comparison 

Does not favor either 
the intervention or the 

comparison 

Probably favors the 
intervention Favors the intervention Varies Don't know 

ACCEPTABILITY No Probably no Probably yes Yes  Varies Don't know 

FEASIBILITY No Probably no Probably yes Yes  Varies Don't know 

 
  


